Black Contractors and Business Owners
October 25, 2008 
Forum Panelists

Panel One: “Why the disparity and why nothing done to resolve it?”

Invited Panelists: City Councilmember Ronald Green, At large, Position 4




Houston Community College Board Member Dr. Patrick Williams




Houston Independent School District Trustee Paula Harris



Harris County Commissioner El Franco Lee, Precinct 1



State of Texas Purchasing Official/Paul Gibson




Universities/Colleges: TSU, UH, Rice, UT, PV, HCC, St. Thomas, HBU, Baylor




U.S. SBA Houston/Regional Representatives




Bank Regulators: Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Office of Thrift 





Supervision, Federal Reserve, etc.

Panel Two: “Actual Help for Growth of Black Businesses”

Invited Panelists: Irish Welch, VP, Working Capital Solutions (Financial needs)



Deshang Weaver, Director, Client Relations, Law Office of Regents and 




  Associates (Collections)



Darius Metoyer, Farmers Insurance (Bonding/Insurance)



Rafel Coyle, Computer Services (Repairs, customized software, etc.)



Ken Webster, Victory Tax Service (Accounting, tax returns, etc.)




Hon. Reginald McKamie Sr., Attorney at Law (Legal)




Edward Jasmine, Small Business Banker, Capital One
Roundtables (Intake Complaints)

U.S. Dept. of Justice, Civil Rights Division


Inspector General, U.S. Small Business Administration


U.S. Dept. of the Treasury, Bank Regulators
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